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PRESS RELEASE

AEM Program Supports Conservation on Farms 
For immediate release: July 19, 2007
Contacts:
Betsy Johnson, Planning Technician, betsy.johnson@ny.nacdnet.net


MONROE COUNTY, NY- The Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation District is focusing efforts of the Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM) program in the Hamlin Parma Beach-Areas and Honeoye Creek Watersheds through April 2008.  These watersheds include portions of Hamlin, Parma, Greece, Rush, Honeoye Falls, Mendon, Pittsford, and Henrietta.  The AEM program provides farmers with a quick and easy way to take a comprehensive look at their farm’s impact on natural resources.  The assessment helps farmers by documenting environmentally sound practices, identifying and prioritizing areas for improvement, and locating available resources to address concerns.  
Participation in the AEM Program supports both individual farmers and the larger farming community by documenting the importance of farming in Monroe County, which opens up funding to support environmental management projects on local farms.   Since 2005, the Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation District has received $170,000 in state funds to cost-share conservation projects on farms in Monroe County.  

Although outreach efforts will be focused in the Hamlin Parma Beach-Areas and Honeoye Creek Watersheds, farms of any location in Monroe County are invited to participate.  Please contact the Soil and Water Conservation District office at 585-473-2120 x3 to schedule a free, confidential AEM Assessment. 
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Providing Today, Protecting Tomorrow


